PHILOSOPHY COURSE DESCRIPTIONS

SPRING 2008
PHIL 101.  Introduction to Philosophy: Ethics 

Course instructor: Corlett, A
Introduction to philosophical inquiry, with emphasis on problems of moral value (ethics). 
Outcomes: Students are taught the elements of philosophical argumentation and analysis, encouraged to think critically and independently, formulating their own reasoned conclusions about moral issues in light of various moral philosophies.  Ethical issues discussed include responsibility, punishment, ethnic identity, racism, reparations, civil disobedience and terrorism. 

PHIL 101.  Introduction to Philosophy: Ethics 

Course instructor: Wheeler, M

This course will introduce you to some of the central issues in Western philosophy, 

emphasizing concepts and arguments in value theory.  It will introduce you to the fundamental methods of Western philosophy and prepare you for further work in philosophy.

CLASSROOM EXPECTATIONS

1. There will be a reading assignment for every class session.

2. Bring your books to every class.

3. Bring your CPS Response Pad (i.e., your "clicker") to every class.

4. At the beginning of each class session, I will quiz you to test your knowledge of (a) the assigned reading for the class session and (b) the lecture material from the previous class session.  You will need your CPS Response Pad for these quizzes.  

5. I will lecture on topics related to the assigned readings.  

6. During the lecture, you will be quizzed to test your comprehension of the lecture.  You will need your CPS Response Pad for these quizzes.  

7. At the end of class, I will quiz you on the main points of the lecture.  You will need your CPS Response Pad for these quizzes.

GRADED WORK

Your final grade for the course will be based on your quiz grades, your exam 

grades, and the grade for your essay.

1. Quizzes:  I will quiz you whenever we meet in class, as noted in the Classroom Expectations section above.  You will need your CPS Response Pad to take the quizzes.  Your cumulative average on the quizzes is worth 20% of your final grade.

2. Exams:  There will be 2 exams-a mid-term and a final.  Each exam will combine True/False, multiple choice, short answer and short essay formats, and be worth 30% of your final grade.

3. Essay:  You will write a 3 to 4 page paper.  It is worth 20% of your final grade.

REQUIRED COURSE MATERIALS

1. "Ethics: Key Concepts," Dwight Furrow.

2. "Introduction to Philosophy: Classical and Contemporary Readings 4th Edition," edited by John Perry, Miachael Bratman, John Martin Fischer.  Oxford University Press.
3. "Writing Philosophy:  A Student's Guide to Writing Philosophy Essays," by Lewis Vaughn.  Oxford University Press.

4. CPS Response Pad. 

PHIL 101.  Introduction to Philosophy: Ethics 

Course instructor: Schlesinger, S

Introduction to Philosophical inquiry with an emphasis on Morality as related to Philosophy of Religion and Social and Political Philosophy.  

Outcome: to understand and to critically evaluate major philosophical issues involved in the relation of ethics to religion and politics.  Themes include freedom, love, equal opportunity, social inequality, and terrorism.
PHIL 101.  Introduction to Philosophy: Ethics 

Course instructor: Weston, T

Introduction to philosophical inquiry, with emphasis on morality and political philosophy. Students are taught the elements of philosophical argumentation and analysis, introduced to basic theories of ethics and political theory, and encouraged to think critically, formulating their own reasoned conclusions. Themes include the morality of social inequality, racism, war, and torture, and the rights of citizens and governments.

PHIL 102.  Introduction to Philosophy: Knowledge and Reality 

Course instructor: Atterton, P
Does God exist? Does the universe have a beginning? Does evolution disprove God? Can evil be explained? What, if anything, is the meaning of life? What can I know with absolute certainty? Is the mind totally distinct from the brain? How do I know I am the same person from one day to the next? Are our actions free or causally determined? What is nihilism? What is truth? What is good? What is human nature? These are just some of the questions that we will be asking in this introduction to Western philosophy.

PHIL 102.  Introduction to Philosophy: Knowledge and Reality 

Metaphysics and Epistemology

Course instructor: Wawrytko, S
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1“Not to have knowledge of what happened before you were born

is to be condemned to live forever as a child.” Cicero

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1To avoid such a dire fate, this course provides a solid grounding in historical unfolding of the philosophical enterprise across cultures, with a focus on metaphysics (theories of reality) and epistemology (theories of knowledge). We will encounter the leading lights of multiple traditions, including Plato, Shakyamuni Buddha, Descartes, Hume, and Kant, along with influential contemporary thinkers.

STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES:
— present a chronological overview of the evolution of philosophy in multiple cultures

— encourage an open-minded approach to new and challenging views of reality and knowledge 

— develop skills of critical thinking, including self-criticism

— provide written exercises to polish communication skills in the presentation of abstract thought

— position students to rise above their social conditioning and personal biases to engage in ongoing creativity and self-discovery

We begin in Part I with Metaphysics, asking What Can Be Known? (definitions of the real) and Who is the Knower? (issues of self and self-identity)  We then move on in Part II to a consideration of Epistemology, inquiring Is Knowledge Possible? (the philosophically significant option of skepticism) and exploring Possible Paths to Knowledge.
REQUIRED TEXT:  S. A. Wawrytko,  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Metaphysics & Epistemology: Selections from Primary Texts (Montezuma Publishing) We will read the entire text.

ONLINE RESOURCES:  Other relevant materials will be posted on BLACKBOARD periodically (Course Documents for class notes and other new materials; Assignments for exams). Online forums also can be set up as required.

PHIL 103.  Historical Introduction to Philosophy 

Course instructor: Reyes, H

Introduction to philosophical inquiry through the study of major philosophers in their historical contexts.

Course Objectives:

Through careful reading (oftentimes, re-reading) of the materials of the course and full participation in class discussions/activities (in class and online), students will develop analytical and critical skills in their thinking and writing as evidenced by their being able

· to explain, enunciate and summarize the basic claims and concepts of the philosophers 

· to interconnect and map the philosophers’ basic claims and concepts

· to role play in a debate format by taking the position of a philosopher and defending it against possible objection

· to construct a dialogue or conversation between 2 philosophers, highlighting their similarities and differences, as well as showing a very good understanding of the philosophers’ basic claims

Required Texts:


Cahn, Steven (ed). Classics of Western Philosophy, 7th ed. 2007.  Hackett

Lawhead, William. The Voyage of Discovery, 3rd ed. 2007. Thomson/Wadsworth

Course Requirements:

1. Attendance and Participation (in-class and on-line): On-line class participation will be through the Blackboard Discussion Board.  
2. Writing Assignments (WA)

3. 3 Major Essay Exams

4. Final Paper (instead of a final exam)
PHIL 110.  Critical Thinking and Composition   

Course instructor: Anderson, J
In this course students will learn how to think more clearly and consistently,  arrive at more reliable conclusions, and avoid the common mistakes that can produce false beliefs.  The course  combines the study of different argument types with practice in recognizing and criticizing the sorts of arguments that one is likely to encounter in everyday life.  Students will learn how to produce their own coherent and persuasive arguments.

Grades will be based on three in-class exams, two papers, a final exam, and a portfolio of arguments that students find, identify, and critically analyze.

Text:  Moore and Parker, Critical Thinking 8th ed., McGraw-Hill

PHIL 110.  Critical Thinking and Composition   

Course instructor: Chaffin, D

In this course we will study both patterns of argument and the process of argumentation or rational persuasion.  In other words, we will consider what it means to have rational grounds for belief.  Therefore, the scope of our concern will include all forms of rational persuasion and the variety of values, skills, and possible obstacles that define what rational persuasion is today and why it is important.
PHIL 110.  Critical Thinking and Composition   

Course instructor: Meighoo, S

This course is intended to provide students in their first or second year of undergraduate study with the opportunity to improve their critical reading and writing skills.  This section of the course has been designed on the assumption that those students who have enrolled themselves in it are especially interested in the study of philosophy, as well as in reading philosophical texts and writing philosophical essays.  The formal component of this course (the improvement of critical reading and writing skills) is thus inseparable from its intellectual content (the study of philosophy).

In this course, we will focus on the philosophical problem of identity, subjectivity, or selfhood.  Modern philosophy is founded on a concept of identity that presumes the existence of a rational subject or self.  As Descartes argued in his Meditations on First Philosophy (1641), the capacity for rational thought itself establishes the certainty of the human subject, of God, and of material objects.  However, this philosophical concept of identity has increasingly been questioned over the course of the nineteenth and twentieth centuries not only by philosophers themselves, but also by scientists, creative writers, and political activists.  What is the place of reason in the human mind?  What is the place of humanity in the world?  What is the relation between the self and the other?  What is the impact of class, race, gender, and sexuality on the formation of identity?  How is the philosophical concept of identity complicated by the multiplication of identities?  How are literary, cinematic, and other forms of cultural representation involved in the production of identity?

In addition to reading an excerpt from Descartes’ Meditations during our first week of class, we will read excerpts from texts by the following philosophers, scientists, creative writers, and political activists over the duration of our course: G.W.F. Hegel; Martin Heidegger; Charles Darwin; Albert Einstein; Sigmund Freud; Franz Boas; Ludwig Wittgenstein; Ferdinand de Saussure; Søren Kierkegaard; Friedrich Nietzsche; Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels; Louis Althusser; W.E.B. Du Bois; Frantz Fanon; Virginia Woolf; Simone de Beauvoir; Michel Foucault; Monique Wittig; Gloria Anzaldúa; Alice Walker; and Eve Kosofsky Sedgwick.  We will also view the films The Color Purple (1985) and Y Tu Mamá También (2001) in class.

Given the emphasis on composition in this course, students will be expected to submit one diagnostic essay, two short essays, and one long essay based on our course readings.  No final exam will be held.

PHIL 110.  Critical Thinking and Composition   

Course instructor: Penafuerte, A

This philosophy course will help students to develop the critical thinking 

and writing skills that will allow them to identify and construct 

well-reasoned arguments.  Critical reasoning will be applied to a variety of 

situations such as making sound decisions, evaluating claims and inferences, 

and recognizing fallacious reasoning.   Specific course goals include:

  a.. Apply the basic criteria used to evaluate claims and arguments

  b.. Recognize assumptions and identify common informal fallacies in human reasoning

  c.. Realize how advertising and the media persuade audiences without offering reasons

  d.. Examine classical philosophical arguments by Descartes, Paley, Anselm, Hume and Pascal.

  e.. Evaluate both deductive and inductive arguments (especially arguments by analogy)

  f.. Improve the clarity, precision and organization in writing and rational persuasion

  g.. Analyze the structure of argument via categorical and propositional logic

  h.. Recognize and evaluate arguments and fallacies involved in moral reasoning

PHIL 110.  Critical Thinking and Composition   

Course instructor: Reyes, H

Critical Thinking and Composition is an introduction to critical thinking and writing with emphasis on: evaluation and development of correct reasoning and effective style and organization in argumentative writing; correct deductive and inductive reasoning; fallacies; critical appraisal of evidence; construction of rebuttal and counter-arguments.

Course Objectives:  

This is a course  recognizes that critical thinking is a fundamental competence, and so takes correct reasoning itself as its primary focus.  In this course students will

· acquire the skill to recognize the logical structure of statements and arguments

· be able to distinguish valid from invalid patterns of reasoning

· be able to understand and apply criteria for distinguishing strong inductive argument from weak inductive argument

· be able to recognize common logical and rhetorical fallacies when they occur, and avoid them in the construction of arguments

· be able to construct arguments in which principles of sound reasoning are properly applied

Required Text: 
Hurley, A concise Introduction to Logic, 10th ed. 2007, Wadsworth

Course Requirements: 

1. Attendance & Class work

2. Major Exams  (Exam after each chapter)

3. Fallacies Project 

4. Final Exam  (comprehensive, covers everything discussed in the course

PHIL 120.  Introduction to Logic

Course instructor: Freeman, R
This course primarily focuses on evaluating arguments. The first third deals with informal logic, and includes definitions of some basic concepts, classification of disputes, and examination of fallacies. Most of the remainder of the class is then devoted to developing a system of formal propositional logic. It explores truth-tables, consistency trees, and proofs. A final segment of the course briefly examines inductive arguments and syllogisms. The course 
relies heavily on an IBM compatible computer program. Four of the five exams and ten sets of graded exercises are administered on the computer and may be taken off-campus.
PHIL 310.  Philosophy and Human Nature   

Course instructor: Barbone, S

This course examines what makes humans humans, i.e., what makes people different from other animals (or other living things), computers, or robots. The course looks at the concepts of soul (or mind), free will, and personal identity. These topics will be covered in lectures and two (short!) dialogues and one science fiction novel.  Final grades will be based on quizzes on the readings, two essays, a midterm, and a final.

Clifford Williams. Free Will and Determinism. Indianapolis: Hackett Publishing, 1980.

Paul Sagal. Mind, Man, and Machine. Indianapolis: Hackett Publishing, 1994.

Michel Faber. Under the Skin. San Diego: Harcourt, 2001.

PHIL 310.  Philosophy and Human Nature   

Course instructor: Francescotti, R

The course surveys what some influential authors have had to say about human nature.  The questions addressed include:  To what extent is human behavior self-interested?, To what degree are we the products of evolution?, Do we have any free will?, Are we purely physical beings?, Do we have immaterial souls?, In what does our identity, as persons, consist?, and What, if any, significant differences are there between humans and other animals?  

PHIL 329.  Social Ethics

Course instructor: Atterton, P

Social ethics is a field of applied philosophy that is generally defined as the application of ethical reasoning to contemporary personal and social issues. Students will be given a one-week introduction to the theory of ethics before going on to analyze such controversial issues as abortion, the death penalty, censorship, terrorism, drugs, euthanasia, pornography, social and economic justice, world hunger, animal rights, and environmentalism. By the end of the course, students should be able to study systematically the fundamental problems of social ethics, analyze some controversial contemporary issues in social ethics, and discuss the prospects for settling those issues. They should also have developed the ability to think and write critically and effectively. Discussion and examination of controversial issues will be encouraged and expected in an enthusiastic, non-dogmatic, and responsive atmosphere. The emphasis will be on understanding the underlying philosophical issues rather than on defending a private or religious stance.

PHIL 329.  Social Ethics

Course instructor: Moellendorf, D

This course will survey the ethical aspect of a number of important contemporary issues, including terrorism, war, torture, the restriction of civil liberties, racial profiling, and global poverty and inequality. Arguments for various positions will be read, discussed, and evaluated.

Examination will be by in-class tests and take-home essays.

Meeting time and place:

T & Th: 11-12:15. PFSA 325

Texts: 

Thomas Pogge and Darrel Moellendorf, eds. Global Justice: Seminal Essays (St. Paul:

Paragon House, 2008) (Available in March)

And various articles and chapters available on reserve in the library or Blackboard

PHIL 334.  Philosophy and Literature

Course instructor: Schlesinger, S

Focus on traditional philosophical questions within the context of great literature, such as the existence and nature of God, Human Nature, the Meaning of Life, our social existence, as well as free-will and determinism. 

Outcome: Understand the relations among these themes and be able to relate them to the student's own individual and social life.
PHIL 412.  Medieval Philosophy 

Course instructor: Reyes, H

European philosophy from the fourth century through the sixteenth century
Course Objectives: 
Through careful reading and re-reading of the materials of the course and full participation in class discussions/activities,

· students will become acquainted with some of the basic issues (and major philosophers) in the medieval and renaissance philosophy 

· students will learn to appreciate the role of philosophical inquiry in the human search for knowledge and meaning

· students will realize the value of critical thought and precision in the use of language, and help them develop the habit of thinking, speaking, and writing with rigor and clarity.

Required Text: 
Basic Issues in Medieval Philosophy, 2nd ed., edited by Richard Bosley and Martin Tweedale, Broadway

Course Requirements:

1. Attendance/Class Participation 

2. Analytical Paper
3. 3 Major Essay Exams

4. Final Exam (Comprehensive essay exam)

PHIL 499, 599, 798.  Special Studies   

Course instructor: Barbone, S

Special studies are independent studies; the department chair’s name appears on the schedule since the chair must approve each one. A student may do a special study at the 400, 500, or 700 level, and it may be for 1, 2, or 3 units. There is a usually limit (6 units) that a student can take to count towards the BA or MA degree.

To get approved for a special study, the student ought to come up with some proposed study topic - an in depth study of a certain philosopher, a focused analysis of a particular problem, a careful reading of chosen texts, etc. - and present it to the full time instructor that the student believes is most interested or expert on the chosen topic. The instructor has the right to suggest other readings or projects. Once the student and instructor have agreed in writing to what is to be accomplished and how it will be accomplished, the student should seek the approval of the department chair (to get the schedule and add codes).
PHIL 521. Deductive Logic    

Course instructor: Weston, T.

Sentential and predicate symbolic logic: Truth-tables, translations, and natural deduction proofs in sentential logic.  Formal semantics, translation and natural deduction proofs in predicate logic.  Applications of symbolic logic to philosophical reasoning.

PHIL 523. Theory of Knowledge    

Course instructor: Corlett, A.

Texts:


Lehrer, Theory of Knowledge

Corlett, Analyzing Social Knowledge
Philosophical analysis of human propositional knowledge, including assessment of theories such as foundationalisms, coherentisms, and reliabilism in the context of justified true belief theory.

PHIL 525.  Metaphysics

Course instructor: Freeman, R.

Is time real?  How is movement possible?  How much change can an object undergo?  How can a piece of clay also be a bust of Aristotle?  And are we free? This course focuses on philosophical issues about essence, time, change, and freedom.  It examines Zeno’s paradox, the Theseus’ paradox, and the paradoxes of coincidence. It explores modern essentialism, investigates the presentist/eternalist debate, and reviews some arguments for logical fatalism.  Grading is based on four equally weighted exams. 

PHIL 575.  A Major Philosopher: K. Marx 

Course instructor: Schlesinger, S.

An in depth analysis of the Philosophy of Marx, his criticisms of Capitalism and how he hopes to construct a better world with socialism and communism.  

Outcome:  to be able to understand the conflicts in the modern world between and among these idealogies.
PHIL 575.  A Major Philosopher: Krishnamurti & Contemporary Asian Philosophy

Course instructor: Wawrytko, S.

We are constantly reminded of the many ways in which Globalization is intruding on traditional cultures of the world. Less often examined is the flip side of Globalization, namely the ways in which traditional philosophies and values have impacted (modern( and (western( cultures. This course will delve into the multiple roles Asian philosophers play in today’s world.

WHO are these Global Gurus?

WHY are they so alluring? 

WHAT philosophical depths lie beneath the mystery?

WHAT are their philosophical messages? 

WHAT contributions can they offer to philosophy today?

We will focus on three prominent philosophers and teachers:

· KRISHNAMURTI: a cross‑cultural sage originally from India, hailed in childhood as World Teacher, and now focus of a thriving Foundation

· THE DALAI LAMA: Tibet's former political leader and ongoing spiritual leader, Nobel Prize winner, and Buddhist philosopher sublime who has engaged the most brilliant minds of science - what lies beneath that enigmatic smile?

· THICH NHAT HANH: Vietnam's Buddhist meditation master with a global outreach, social activist and peace advocate, founder of Deer Park meditation retreat in Escondido

STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES

— introduce students to the resources of Asian philosophy

— carefully examine the philosophical positions of three key figures in contemporary Asian philosophies

— reveal the cultural contexts of their doctrines as grounded in, creatively inheriting, and/or challenging Asian philosophical traditions

— consider the ways in which Asian philosophies can contribute to such perennial philosophical concerns as

          defining reality, truth, morality, and consciousness

          challenges of war, violence, suffering, and tolerance

          the meaning of love, sexuality, and death

          philosophy and science in the secular/sacred divide

          meditation, mindfulness, and transformation 

— explore the basis for the attraction these doctrines have for many in the world today
Asian philosophies remain a riddle wrapped in a conundrum to those steeped in the Amero-eurocentric worldview, even those who reside in Asia. Stereotypes of the mystical orient abound, stoked by misunderstandings and misinterpretations. These have been perpetuated by well-meaning enthusiasts as well as calculating charlatans, whose “Metaphysical,” “Occult,” and “New Age” works saturate the web and crowd the shelves of your local bookstore. To cut through these distortions we need to get to the source, leaving aside the uninformed and/or unreliable commentaries. We also must be aware that our high profile philosophers sometimes contribute to the confusion by “dumbing down” their own messages to accommodate popular audiences, using a form of upaya or skillful means. Each has been carefully chosen for their name recognition, but also for their extensive philosophical training combined with impressive creativity as teachers and philosophers. Be prepared to plumb the depths!

REQUIRED TEXTS: 

Dalai Lama, FREEDOM IN EXILE (Harper, l990)

Dalai Lama, The World of Tibetan Buddhism (Wisdom Publications, l995)

Krishnamurti, Total Freedom (Harper Collins, l996)

Thich Nhat Hanh, A Lifetime of Peace (Parallax Press)

Thich Nhat Hanh, OPENING THE HEART OF THE COSMOS (Parallax Press, 2003) 

out-of-print (pdf posted on Blackboard) 
Holroyd, Stuart. Krishnamurti: The Man, The Mystery & The Message (Element, 1991).


OPTIONAL:
Krohnen, KITCHEN CHRONICLES (Edwin House, l999)
Thich Nhat Hanh, OLD PATH WHITE CLOUDS (Parallax Press, l99l) 
Allan W. Anderson, WHOLLY DIFFERENT WAY OF LIVING (Krishnamurti Foundation)


PHIL 596.  Special Topics: Global Justice  

Course instructor: Moellendorf, D

This course provides an advanced and in-depth discussion of current arguments in political philosophy concerning the justification, content, and scope of duties of global and inter-generational justice, with special attention to three areas: distributive justice, the morality of war, and justice and climate change.

Examination will be by essays.

Meeting time and place: 

T & Th: 12:30-13:45, PFSA-325

Texts:

Darrel Moellendorf Cosmopolitan Justice (Boulder: Westview, 2002)

John Rawls The Law of Peoples (Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1999)

And various articles and chapters available on reserve in the library or Blackboard

PHIL 620.  Personal Identity   

Course instructor: Francescotti, R

You have changed greatly over the years.  You are inclined to say that you 

are no longer the same person.  But in another sense, you are the same 

person: it was you, not someone else, who underwent those changes.  What is 

it about you now and that former self that makes you the same person?  In 

what does your identity, as a person, consist?

Requirements:  short weekly papers, one in-class presentation, and a substantial term paper.  

PHIL 620.  Seminar: Phenomenology   

Course instructor: Chaffin, D

Description to be posted soon.

