PHIL 102 Introduction to Philosophy
Knowledge and Reality
SDSU Fall 2015
Sched # 22652

Instructor: Dr. Peter Atterton
Professor and Chair
Email: atterton@mail.sdsu.edu
Office Hours: (AL-446-A): TTH 1130-1220 or by appointment

Instructional Assistant:
Courtney White
Email: cnicwhite@gmail.com
Office Hours: (AL-430): W 1400-1500 & TTH 1630–1730 or by appointment

This syllabus is intended to guide us through the semester. However, circumstances can change
and so I reserve the right to change the syllabus as needed to ensure that we fulfill the
objectives of the course. You will receive full and fair notification regarding any such changes.

General Catalog Description

PHIL 102. Introduction to Philosophy: Knowledge and Reality (3) [GE]
Introduction to philosophical inquiry with emphasis on problems of knowledge and reality. Students are
encouraged to think independently and formulate their own tentative conclusions.

Course Description

In this course we address some of the fundamental questions of philosophy. These include: What is the
nature of reality? Does God exist? What can I know with absolute certainty? Is there a soul? What is the
mind? How is it connected to the body? What is personal identity? Does free will exist? What, if
anything, is the purpose of life? Is there such a thing as human nature? In addition, the course will
provide an introduction to philosophical argument, its various forms, the ways arguments should be
analyzed, and the common fallacies people commit when they offer invalid or weak arguments.

Required Learning Resources (required readings/media)
•
•

Introducing Philosophy: Questions of Knowledge and Reality (second edition) (2012) Published
and distributed by Cognella. https://students.universityreaders.com/store/.
i>clicker
o Students can use their own mobile devices (iOS and android) and download the free
app or login to https://app.reef-education.com. After two weeks, students must buy an
activation code from the Bookstore.
o Alternatively, students can purchase their own “i>clicker” at the SDSU BookStore.

Purchasing Your Textbook
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I have carefully crafted the textbook to provide you with the best learning experience. Please purchase
it ASAP to stay on top of your readings. Doing so will help you be successful in this class.
The book is now available for purchase through their student e-commerce store
(https://students.universityreaders.com/store/).
The book includes readings that we will use in class daily, so you should purchase your own copy. Also,
please keep in mind that our institution adheres to copyright law, so any copyrighted material should
not be copied or duplicated in any manner.
I strongly encourage you to buy this textbook directly from the publisher. This will ensure you receive
the following benefits:
•
•
•

Best price available. The publisher offers a 20% discount off the book’s list price and there are
no third-party price markups applied.
Most updated edition. Only the current, most recent edition is available, unlike other vendors
who may carry older editions.
Immediate access to your own partial e-book (FREE 30% PDF) from within your student
account.

To purchase the textbook, please follow the instructions below:
•
•
•
•

Step 1: Log on to https://students.universityreaders.com/store/.
Step 2: Create an account or log in if you have an existing account to purchase.
Step 3: Easy-to-follow instructions guide you through the rest of the ordering process. Payment
can be made by all major credit cards.
Step 4: After purchasing, you can access your FREE 30% PDF by logging into your account and
clicking My Digital Materials to get started on your readings right away.

If you experience any difficulties, please email orders@cognella.com or call 800.200.3908 ext. 503.

Email

All correspondence with the Instructor and Teaching Assistant will be through email.
Periodically, I will be sending important announcements from Blackboard. To ensure
that you can receive them, please make sure that your email address within the
system is correct. Some email systems block Blackboard mailings as if they are spam.
Either fix this in your spam filter, or get a SDSU email account. To get a SDSU email
account, go to http://www-rohan.sdsu.edu/newstudacct.shtml.
Note that when sending me of the Instructional Assistant an email, you must include “PHIL 102” in the
subject line.
If an email is received during the week (Monday ‐ Thursday), a reply will normally be given within 24
hours. If an email is received in the afternoon on Friday or over the weekend, a reply will be given the
following Monday before noon. Email does sometimes go astray, so if you do not hear back from me in
due time, please try again with a different heading (in case the original was recognized as spam).
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GE Course Objectives

This course fulfills the Humanities portion of the Foundations section of the General Education (GE)
Requirements. Among the “seven essential capacities” that the GE program emphasizes, this course
develops in the student the following in particular:
1. Construct, analyze, and communicate arguments.
2. Apply theoretical models to the real world.
3. Contextualize phenomena.
4. Negotiate differences.
Among the “Goals” for GE Courses in the Humanities and Fine Arts, this course aims to fulfill three of
them:
Goal 1: Analyze written, visual, or performed texts in the humanities and fine arts with
sensitivity to their diverse cultural contexts and historical moments.
Goal 2: Argue from multiple perspectives about issues in the humanities that have personal and
global relevance.
Goal 3: Demonstrate the ability to approach complex problems and ask complex questions
drawing upon knowledge of the humanities.

Specific Learning Goals/Outcomes

Upon completion of this course, the student should be able to:
1. Demonstrate competence in philosophical discourse and learn how to identify when a
discussion is philosophical
2. Have an appreciation for some classic and contemporary philosophical texts
3. Understanding better his or her own philosophical or pre-philosophical views
4. See clearly the connection between philosophical thought and life’s questions
5. Analyze some controversial contemporary issues in the debate between religion and
science, and discuss the prospects for settling those issues
6. Reflect critically, independently, and effectively on the basic questions of human life.
7. Identify arguments and their main components
8. Evaluate arguments and theories in a variety of philosophical and historical contexts
9. Critically discuss arguments and theories effectively
10. Construct arguments for a variety of philosophical positions
11. Write and argue proficiently on philosophical matters relating to the environment.
12. Demonstrate these computer skills:
a. Use basic word processing, email, and course management programs (e.g., Blackboard)
b. Search the World Wide Web for high quality information
c. Use proper etiquette and security safeguards when communicating through email

Organization
•
•

•
•
•

Classes will be held from 1230-1345 TTH in LT-161.
There will be a reading assignment for every class, except those during which you have a
scheduled exam.
Please read the assigned texts before the class session for which they are assigned.
Class time will focus on analyzing the reading for that day and developing skills vital to
successful completion of the course.
Each lecture will include a PowerPoint presentation, which later will be posted on
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•

Blackboard.
Please bring you textbook to each class.

Grades
•
•
•
•
•
•

Class Participation/Quizzes (i>clicker) points
Midterm 1 (multiple choice)
Midterm 2 (multiple choice)
Midterm 3 (multiple choice + short answer + essay)
Final Exam (multiple choice + essay)
Total

10%
20%
20%
20%
30%
100%

Thursday 9/24
Tuesday 10/20
Tuesday, 11/10
Thursday 12/17 (1030-1230)

Class Participation/Quizzes (i>clicker/i>clickerGO)

It is anticipated that there will be between two to four quiz questions per lecture beginning with the
second lecture (August 27) of the semester. These questions are usually presented in multiple choice
format and students typically have about one minute to respond using the i>clicker or your mobile
device . A histogram of responses is displayed at the end of each exercise. The purpose of this exercise
is to identify any misunderstandings with the material and encourage active learning. 10% of your total
grade will derive from this form of in-class participation. In order for you to receive this credit, you will
need to register your i>clicker remote for this class by using the link in your Blackboard course menu.
You will use your i>clicker remote during almost every lecture and therefore you are responsible for
bringing your i>clicker remote to every lecture. All information pertaining to i>clickers can be found at
the SDSU website—http://clicker.sdsu.edu (see also below).

REEF Polling (Using your mobile (iOS and android) device instead)

REEF Polling allows mobile devices (iOS and android) as well as web-based computers and laptops
to participate in i>clicker polling sessions as an alternative to using an i>clicker.
Go to https://app.reef-education.com or download the free iOS app from the iTunes App Store.
After two weeks, students must buy an activation code from the Bookstore or i>clicker.

i>clickers

i>clicker is a response system that allows you to answer questions posed during class. You will be
graded on feedback or in-class participation. In order to receive credit, you will need to register your
i>clicker remote in class by using the link on our Blackboard course site. i>clicker will be used every day
in class. You are responsible for bringing your remote daily.
•
•
•
•
•

Keep extra batteries available (two AAA).
Put your name on the clicker.
Cover the ID number with a piece of clear tape to protect it from rubbing off
Video at http://clicker.sdsu.edu/registration.html shows them how to register their devices
Other resources including rebate info at http://clicker.sdsu.edu/

New and used clickers can be purchased at the SDSU BookStore or other reliable sources.
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Registering your i>clicker
You will need to register your i>clicker remote just once and it will work in every class that is using
them in order to receive credit for participation and performance.
You can register on your Blackboard Course site:
 Log into Blackboard
 Click on the Courses tab
 Click on the Course that is using the i>clicker
 Click on Tools from the Course Menu
 Click on Register Your i>clicker Remote ID (bottom of the Tools list)
 Enter your remote ID (located on back of device) and click “Register”
 You will receive notification that your registration is successful and a registration date
MUST display. If the date doesn't display, continue to submit until you see a registration
date.

i>clicker Points

A maximum of 100 grade points can be earned from clicker participation. Each student receives one
clicker point for each question answered and an additional point for the correct answer. At the end of
the semester, a student’s clicker points are added and then increased by 10% to allow for absences,
malfunctioning clickers, and all other possible problems. The clicker points are then normalized to the
maximum of 100 grade points. For example, if there are 72 clicker questions asked during the course,
there are 144 possible clicker points. A student who earns 120 clicker points (after the 10% increase)
will receive 83 grade points. (Let’s say you earned 109 clicker points. 109 plus 10% of 109 is
approximately 120/144 x 100 possible points = 83 points total for clicker participation). To be fair to all
students, if you did not use your clicker during class, either because you forgot to bring it or you did
not attend class, then your participation score will be 0 for that day—even if you are physically
present in class. The questions may be reviewed later by viewing the lecture slides from the course
website or by viewing the i>clicker page within the course website.
I want to emphasize that you are not permitted to have someone else use your clicker for you. You
must be present with your own working clicker to receive credit. If you attend class without your
clicker, then you will not receive participation credit for that day. If you do not attend class and
someone else uses your clicker on your behalf, then that is academic dishonesty, and it is also unfair
to other students in the class. If that happens you and your accomplice with receive an F for the
course and other punitive sanctions (see “Academic Misconduct: Cheating and Plagiarism” below).

Midterms

There will be three midterms. The midterms will cover each section of the course independently and
will multiple choice choices; they are not cumulative. The first two midterms will consist solely of
multiple choice questions and are worth 20% each. You will need to bring a # 882 (Green) Scantron
(and pencil). Your third midterm, which is worth 20%, will include both a multiple choice and a writing
component, which will require you to bring a large (A4) Blue Book as well. Midterm questions will come
from lectures and readings in the textbook. Any portion of the lectures or assigned readings may be
covered on the tests. You must read the textbook. Your textbook reading should be an essential
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complement to the material covered in the lectures. Again, you must read the textbook. All midterm
questions will be administered during normal class period.

Final Exam

Your final exam, which is non-cumulative and worth 30%, will include both a multiple choice and an
essay component, which are weighted equally. A selection of essay questions will be distributed in
advance. You will need to bring a # 882 (Green) Scantron (and pencil) and large (A4) Blue Book to the
final.
Note: You must sit the midterms and the final at the scheduled time. Make-ups will only be allowed
for compelling reasons (illness, bereavement, etc.). I must be notified in advance of an intended
absence, and I will be the judge of whether your reasons are compelling. (A student missing a
scheduled examination must document a visit to Student Health or a private physician in order to
qualify for an excused absence.)

Criteria for Evaluation of Essays

Your essays will be evaluated in light of the four criteria below. Essays that fulfill these criteria in an
exceptional way will be awarded As; essays that do so in an excellent way, Bs; and essays that meet the
criteria at a satisfactory level, Cs. Essays that do not fulfill the criteria at a satisfactory level will be
awarded Ds and Fs, depending on the severity of the problems.
•

•

•

•

Organization: The essay is well organized. It contains a clear thesis statement that focuses
the essay and each and every paragraph logically contributes to the development and
defense of that thesis. The paper is succinct, to the point, and avoids needless words.
Understanding: The essay exhibits a thorough understanding of the work being criticized
and accurately explicates its author’s argument where relevant to the development of its
critical thesis.
Criticism: The essay takes a critical stance toward the material under examination, clearly
articulating reasons for its critical evaluation. The criticisms are based on firm reasoning
that is well supported with relevant evidence.
Format: The essay is flawlessly presented, with no spelling or grammar errors.

SDSU Grading Guidelines
Outstanding
achievement;
available only for the
highest
accomplishment.

93 – 100% = A
90 – 92% = A-

Praiseworthy
performance;
definitely above
average.
87 – 89% = B+
83 – 86% = B
80 – 82% = B-

Average;
awarded for
satisfactory
performance; the
most common
grade.
77 – 79% = C+
73 – 76% = C
70 – 72% = C-

Grade Posting and Queries
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Minimally
passing; less than
average
achievement for
undergraduate
students.
67 – 69% = D+
63 – 66% = D
60 – 62% = D-

Failing.

0 – 59% = F

Grades are posted on Blackboard as soon as they are available. When tests include written or handmarked answers, and for other types of assignments (e.g., your essays), the process can take several
days. Grades are very carefully determined and checked prior to being accepted into or entered in the
Grade Book record. I take assessment of student performance very seriously and would rather we “get
it right the first time” than rush and make errors. But if you do find an error or have a question, please
feel free to ask about it. It pleases me greatly to raise grades when warranted. On the flip side, it
annoys me terribly when students push for points when they are not warranted; this is disrespectful
to me, your fellow students, and yourself—so please avoid it. Reconsideration, if requested, will take
your entire test and, in some cases, your entire record into account and may result in lower as well as
higher grades.

Administrative

September 4 is the last day to add/drop classes (11:59 p.m. deadline).

Learning Disabilities

If you have special needs due to a learning disability, please avail yourself of the resources in the
Student Disability Services in Calpulli Center, Suite 3101 (third floor) Hours: Monday - Friday, 8 am 4:30. The CSU Office of the Chancellor defines a learning disability as “a generic term that refers to the
heterogeneous group of disorders manifested by significant difficulties in the acquisition and use of
listening, speaking, reading, writing, reasoning or mathematical abilities. These disorders occur in
persons of average to very superior intelligence and are presumed to be due to central nervous system
dysfunction. Even though a learning disability may exist concomitantly with other handicapping
conditions (e.g., sensory impairments) or environmental influences (e.g., cultural/language difficulties),
it is not the direct result of these conditions or influences.” If you think something might prevent you
from doing well in this course, you should discuss this with me so that proper arrangements may be
made to accommodate your needs.

Religious Observances

The University Policy File includes the following statement on Absence for Religious Observances: By
the end of the second week of classes, students should notify the instructors of affected courses of
planned absences for religious observances. Instructors shall reasonably accommodate students who
notify them in advance of planned absences for religious observances. California Education Code 89320
states: The Trustees of the California State University shall require that each state university, in
administering any test or examination, to permit any student who is eligible to undergo the test or
examination to do so, without penalty, at a time when that activity would not violate the student's
religious creed. Please notify me by the end of the second week of classes if you plan to be absent for
religious observance.

Academic Misconduct: Cheating and Plagiarism

All students are expected to follow the administrative rules and standards of conduct detailed in the
San Diego State University catalog. Students are expected to submit only their own work on i>clicker
tests, papers and examinations. While you may discuss the assignments with others in the class,
collaboration on the preparation of a paper is not permitted
It is your responsibility to know and observe all the SDSU rules concerning academic integrity and
plagiarism. You should familiarize yourself with SDSU Academic Senate Policy on Plagiarism
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https:/newscenter.sdsu.edu/universitysenate/files/00911-2012pf.pdf Here are some highlights:
2.0 Definitions
2.1 Cheating shall be defined as the act of obtaining or attempting to obtain credit for academic work
by the use of dishonest, deceptive, or fraudulent means. Examples of cheating include, but are not
limited to (a) copying, in part or in whole, from another’s test or other examination; (b) discussing
answers or ideas relating to the answers on a test or other examination without the permission of the
instructor; (c) obtaining copies of a test, an examination, or other course material without the
permission of the instructor; (d) using notes, cheat sheets, or other devices considered inappropriate
under the prescribed testing condition; (e) collaborating with another or others in work to be presented
without the permission of the instructor; (f) falsifying records, laboratory work, or other course data; (g)
submitting work previously presented in another course, if contrary to the rules of the course; (h)
altering or interfering with the grading procedures; (i) plagiarizing, as defined; and (j) knowingly and
intentionally assisting another student in any of the above.
2.2 Plagiarism shall be defined as the act of incorporating ideas, words, or specific substance of another,
whether purchased, borrowed, or otherwise obtained, and submitting same to the University as one’s
own work to fulfill academic requirements without giving credit to the appropriate source. Plagiarism
shall include but not be limited to (a) submitting work, either in part or in whole, completed by another;
(b) omitting footnotes for ideas, statements, facts, or conclusions that belong to another; (c) omitting
quotation marks when quoting directly from another, whether it be a paragraph, sentence, or part
thereof; (d) close and lengthy paraphrasing of the writings of another; (e) submitting another person’s
artistic works, such as musical compositions, photographs, paintings, drawings, or sculptures; and (f)
submitting as one’s own work papers purchased from research companies.
The University may warrant two separate and distinct courses of disciplinary action that may be applied
concurrently in response to a violation of this policy: (a) academic sanctions, such as grade
modifications; and (b) punitive sanctions, such as probation, suspension, or expulsion. Grade
modification is left to the discretion of the instructor and may include (a) a zero or F (or reduction of
points) on the assignment, or examination, (b) a reduction in one letter grade (e.g., C to D in the
course), or (c) an F in the course. Punitive sanctions are concerned with the student’s records and status
on campus and shall be the responsibility of the University President or designated representative. The
Coordinator of Judiciary Procedures shall be the President’s representative in matters of student
discipline.
If you have any questions about what constitutes plagiarism, how to credit the work and ideas of others
properly, how to evaluate sources for quality and reliability, or any other related issues, please feel free
to see me to discuss the matter.

Classroom Etiquette
•

•

Except when participating in i>clicker polling sessions, you are asked not to have your laptops
or other electronic devices (cell phones, iPads, cameras, etc.) open during class. Students
habitually caught checking their phone or texting during class will be asked to leave. Please
mute your cell phones and pagers before class begins. Please do not use recording equipment
of any kind during classroom lectures, unless you have a disability, and have cleared it with me
first.
When you attend class, you are expected to observe the rudiments of classroom etiquette and
civil behavior. Do not chat with friends during class. Do not sleep, eat, or drink in the class; each
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•

of these is an annoyance and a distraction to your peers. If you are caught chatting, the
instructor will inquire as to what the “problem” is. If you are caught sleeping, the instructor will
ask the person sitting next to you to wake you. If you persist in engaging in disruptive behavior
the instructor will ask you to leave.
Do not arrive late to class. To deter you from arriving late to class an i>clicker question will
frequently be posed during the first 5 minutes of class. Do not leave in the middle of class. If
you have a legitimate reason to exit the classroom early, speak to me before class begins. In
short, observe good manners and be considerate of your instructor and your peers. Please
respond to the instructor and the other students in a respectful and civil manner. Please inform
me about any consistently aggravating classroom disruptions.

Course Schedule

IP = Introducing Philosophy
WHAT IS PHILOSOPHY?
Week 1
Tue 8/25

SYLLABUS AND INTRODUCTION
IP 1-8: Atterton, Introduction: What Is Philosophy?
" 9-12: Russell, The Value of Philosophy

Thu 8/27

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND
IP 15-23: Pojman, The Pre-Socratics
" 41-43: Solomon and Higgins, Where Are All the Women and Non-Western
Philosophers?

Week 2
Tue 9/1

INTRODUCTION TO LOGIC
IP 47-64: Hurley, Arguments, Premises, Conclusions, and Fallacies
THE EXISTENCE OF GOD

Thu 9/3

INTRODUCING “THE GOD OF THE PHILOSOPHERS”
IP 67-79: Plato, Euthyphro
" 81-86: Brickhouse and Smith, Divine Command Theory in Plato’s Euthyphro

Week 3
Tue 9/8

THE ONTOLOGICAL ARGUMENT
IP 87-89: Anselm, Proslogion
" 91-93: Gaunilo, In Behalf of the Fool, with Anselm’s Reply
" 95-100: Everitt, The Ontological Argument

Thu 9/10

THE COSMOLOGICAL (“FIRST CAUSE”) ARGUMENT
IP 101-105: Aquinas, Summa Theologica
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" 107-113: Craig, The Cosmological Argument
Week 4
Tue 9/15

THE TELEOLOGICAL (“DESIGN”) ARGUMENT
IP 115-120: Paley, Natural Theology
" 121-126: Hume, Dialogues Concerning Natural Religion

Thu 9/17

DARWIN, SCIENCE, AND THE ARGUMENT FROM “FINE TUNING” (THE TELEOLOGICAL
ARGUMENT REFORMULATED)
IP 127-140: Collins, The Teleological Argument
PROOF OF THE NON-EXISTENCE OF GOD

Week 5
Tue 9/22

THE PROBLEM OF EVIL
IP 141-147: Dostoyevsky, Rebellion
" 149-154: Jolley, Leibniz, Theodicy, and the Best of All Possible Worlds
" 155-156: Levi, Child Hurbinek
" 157-164: Swinburne, The Problem of Evil

Thu 9/24

MIDTERM 1
KNOWLEDGE OF THE EXTERNAL WORLD

Week 6
Tue 9/29

WHAT CAN I KNOW WITH CERTAINTY?
IP 193-199: Lawhead, The Enlightenment and the Age of Newton
" 201-203: Descartes, Discourse on Method
" 205-208: Descartes, First Meditation
" 209-219: Stroud, The Problem of the External World
THE MIND-BODY PROBLEM

Thu 10/1

CARTESIAN DUALISM
IP 223-228: Descartes, Second Meditation
" 229-237: Descartes, Third Meditation

Week 7
Tue 10/6

PHYSICALISM
IP 239-246: Popkin and Stroll, The Mind-Body Problem
" 247-254: Damasio, Descartes’ Error
" 255-259: Montero, Physicalism or the Three-Pound Mind
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PERSONAL IDENTITY
Thu 10/8

LOCKE’S THEORY OF PERSONAL IDENTITY
IP 263-269: Schechtman, Personal Identity
" 271-275: Locke, An Essay Concerning Human Understanding
" 277-284: Martin and Barresi, Locke on Personal Identity

Week 8
Tue 10/13

REID’S THEORY OF PERSONAL IDENTITY
IP 285-289: Reid, Essays on the Intellectual Powers of Man

Thu 10/15

HUME’S THEORY OF PERSONAL IDENTITY
IP 291-299: Hume, A Treatise of Human Nature

Week 9
Tue 10/20

MIDTERM 2
FREE WILL, DETERMINISM, AND COMPATIBILISM

Thu 10/22

LIBERTARIANISM
IP 303-310: Reid, Essays on the Active Powers of the Human Mind

Week 10
Tue 10/27

HARD DETERMINISM
IP 311-319: Holbach, The System of Nature

Thu 10/29

INDETERMINISM
IP 321-327: James, The Dilemma of Determinism

Week 11
Tue 11/3

COMPATIBILISM
IP 329-335: Hume, An Enquiry Concerning Human Understanding
" 337-344: Frankfurt, Alternate Possibilities and Moral Responsibility

Thu 11/5

REVIEW OF FREE WILL DEBATE
IP 345-355: Smith and Oaklander, Freedom, Determinism, and Responsibility

Week 12
Tue 11/10

MIDTERM 3
MODERN THEORIES OF HUMAN NATURE
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Thu 11/12

NIETZSCHE
IP 367-386: Nietzsche, Human All Too Human

Week 13
Tue 11/17

NIETZSCHE (CONTINUED)

Thu 11/19

FREUD
IP 387-397: Thornton, Freud and Psychoanalysis

Week 14
Tue 11/23

FREUD (CONTINUED)
IP 397-401: Freud, Dream-Interpretation as an Illustration

Thu 11/26

NO CLASS THANKSGIVING RECESS (NOV 25-27)

Week 15
Tue 12/1

SARTRE
IP 403-413: Sartre, Existentialism, Humanism, and Bad Faith

Thu 12/3

SARTRE (CONTINUED)

Week 16
Tue 12/8

DARWIN
IP 423-429: Dawkins, Darwinism and the Selfish Gene

Thu 12/10

DARWIN (CONTINUED) AND REVIEW

FINAL EXAM: THURSDAY, Dec 17 1030-1230
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